and yet we never think of the election at any time,"

Indeed, the election was nothing now to either party,
Theodora thought only of whether the Kingfishers
would be in The City before the Green armies came
down upon them. She was sure that the Greens would
strike before the Election Day, probably just after the
Peace Meeting.

"Even the election may go in your favour," she said.
"The priests have helped your cause more than you
think. It is known through The City that you have tried
to bring peace. But surprise is a great thing in war.
You have been surprised successfully in your Palace
arsenal. Mind that you are not surprised at the gates.
Be sure that your gate garrisons are not tempted by
women, or drugged with drinks. And remember this,
that the enemy on the north is ready now. It may
move down upon you now. A surprise attack may come
down by ship from the Euxine. They've always got
ships and barges enough to move some hundreds of men,
They might drop down with any northerly wind, and be
tied up at the wharves, landed, and attacking the gate-
guards, from within The City, by dawn on any morning*
So have the booms drawn across the channel You have
your naval reservists still. Have them on guard to-night
at the wharves, and be sure that the booms are kept fixed
to-morrow, and the entrance guarded by patrol-ships/'

She knew by this time that rumour hacl spoken truly.
The Imperial family was not respected in The Qty. It
had very few friends, and most of them were doubtful,
As she lay awake that night, she felt that she was the one
friend to the dynasty in the Empire; well, she was a
friend, and would show that she was.

She thought much of Theophanes. The hope which
had sprung up in her, when ne had come to Comito*s
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